ROBERT    KETT
fed upon Pease and Oats like Beasts; how being fleeced
by these for private benefit, they were stayed by publick
Burthens of the State, wherein whilst the richer Sort
favour'd themselves, they were gnawn to the very
Bones; how the more to terrify and torture them to their
Minds, and wind their necks more surely under their
Arms; their tyrranous Master did often plead arrest
and call them into Prison, and thereby consume these
to worse than nothing; how they did palliate them
Pillories with the fair pretence of Authority and Law.
Fine Workmen I warrant you, who can so closely carry
their Dealings that then men only discover them; how
harmless Counsels were fit for tame Fools but for them
who had already stir'd there was no hope but in
adventuring boldly."
Kett's law court and the preaching under the Reformation
Oak he described as " Actions cover'd and disguis'd with
Mantles, very Usual in a Time of Disorder. They aimed,
not at ambitious Ends, their rude Earthly Spirits were never
seasoned with any manly adventurous Thought, and there-
fore they were content with a licentious and idle Life,
wherein they might fill their Bellies with Spoil, rather than
by Labour."
The King and Somerset replied to the Petition on July 21.
The risings in the west were still in progress. jThere could
be no point in forcing matters. The rebellion was one thing,
the claims the people were pressing were another. Time
was needed to gather forces to move against Kett: nothing
better than to make a direct attack upon the enemy by
assuming sympathy with their demands. " Seeing he was
ready to receive and relieve the quiet complaints of his
subjects,9* the King's reply began, " he marvelled much that
upon opinion either of necessity in themselves or of injustice
to him, they should first put themselves in arms as a party
against him, and then present him with their bold petitions."
The King then proceeded to deal one by one with most of
their complaints. He reminded them that he had recently
issued a proclamation relating to the price of victuals, and
that orders had been issued and a commission appointed to
deal with enclosures. He would charge his commissioners
to hear complaints and take steps to reduce the high farm
rents. He suggested some remedies for dealing with the
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